[image: image1.jpg]



CITY OF SHEFFIELD DIVING CLUB

www.cityofsheffielddiving.co.uk

PRESS RELEASE

February 8th 2010
Clean sweep for Sheffield divers in National Championships
Nick Robinson-Baker, Tom Owens and Callum Johnstone took all the medals in the mens 1 metre springboard final at the British Gas National Cup at Ponds Forge over the weekend. Ashton Hall also performed well, gaining 6th place. 

For Nick Robinson-Baker’s this was a resounding victory. He won by over 40 points, producing a consistently high standard in all six of his dives. The gold medal made up for his disappointment at not being to compete in the mens 3 metre springboard synchro competition following the serious knee injury sustained by his partner Ben Swain.
Nick also took a silver medal in the mens 3 metre springboard competition. Callum Johnstone was 6th and Ashton Hall 8th. In the 3 metre springboard synchro competition, Callum and Ashton won silver medals.
Tom Daley, Britains world champion platform diver, won the platform qualifying competition but had to settle for a silver medal in the final. Showing a triumphant return to world class form, the gold medal was won by Peter Waterfield. In amassing 523 points, Waterfield gained 7 10s from the judges, four of which were awarded for his reverse 3 ½ somersault tuck dive. Peter Waterfield won an Olympic silver medal alongside his partner, Sheffield’s Leon Taylor, in the 2004 Olympic platform synchro competition.

James Milton was Sheffield’s highest placed diver in the platform competition coming 5th. He dived superbly to be very close to Daley and Waterfield after four of the six dives but slipped up in his last two dives. Nevertheless, this shows how close he is to reaching world class senior performance levels. Tom Owens also produced some high quality diving to achieve 6th place.

In the women’s competition, Harriet Bullough won bronze in the 1 metre springboard competition and was only 3 points short of victory. Jodie McGroaty came 6th. Harriet and her partner Louise Wood came 7th in the 3 metre springboard synchro competition.

Diving Development Officer Nikki Smith said “after losing a number of or best divers to injury before the competition, we are delighted with the medals that we have won this weekend. 
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