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Swain and Robinson-Baker take bronze in Diving World Series
A well-executed and consistent series of dives against the world’s best saw Ben Swain and Nick Robinson-Baker win bronze medals in the FINA Diving World Series at Ponds Forge on Sunday. They scored 420 points only 4 behind silver medallists Feck and Hausding from Germany and just 21 points behind Qin Kai (Olympic gold medallist in this event) and Zhang Xinhua from China. This result confirms Robinson-Baker and Swain as one of the top 3 metre synchro combinations in the world.
Chinese divers took the gold medals in all 8 events at the weekend. Three gold medallists from the Beijing Olympics won their events with Qin Kai taking two golds. The Chinese continue to be the nation to beat but increasingly other countries, including Great Britain, are catching up.

This was seen most clearly in the outstanding competition of the weekend, the mens platform event. The Ponds Forge crowd were at fever pitch as Tom Daley, Britain’s 14 year old Olympic prodigy, battled with great tenacity and inner strength against Chinese divers Huo Liang (Olympic champion in the platform synchro event) and Qiu Bo. In an incredibly high scoring competition, Daley won silver with 540.85 points less than a point behind Huo Liang and less than a point ahead of Qiu Bo. Half a point more from any judge on any dive would have secured the win for Daley; his actual score would have been enough to win the gold medal in Beijing. Olympic champion Matthew Mitcham from Australia was beaten into fourth place
Ends
Press Officer, City of Sheffield Diving Club

mark@townfieldheadfarm.co.uk






