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July 12th,  2011
Junior Divers impress in National finals

Superb performances from City of Sheffield divers produced 15 medals at the 2011 British Gas National Age Group Diving Championships.
Four of the medal winners, Millie Fowler, Sarah Leach, Chloe Blunden and Hayden Liggins  started diving just 2 years ago. They were selected through the talent identification (TID) programme which is part-funded by Sheffield City Council and Ponds Forge International Sports Centre. Over recent years, the TID programme has been a very successful part of Sheffield’s strategy to produce elite sports’ stars.
Outstanding performances over the weekend at Ponds Forge came from Channein Lancaster who won a clean sweep of gold medals in her three individual events and Bron Jenkinson who won 2 golds and a silver.
Hayden Liggins took the gold medal in the boys 12/13 years 3 metre springboard competition as did Catriona Fraser in the girls 14/15 years 1 metre springboard event. The club’s final gold medals were won by Millie Fowler and Sarah Leach in the 8-13 Years synchro competition in which Channein Lancaster and Chloe Blunden were the silver medallists. 

In the boys 12/13 years platform event, Jordan Houlden was the silver medallist while Matilda Rhys-Kristensen won bronze medals in the girls 10/11 years 1 metre and 3 metre springboard competitions.
Other good performances were given by Alfie Howarth, Harvey Travis, Chalotte Giblin, Scarlett Miskin, Olivia Johnson, Holly Colvill, Tillie Wilson, Mollie Bulmer, Tia McGarry, Rhian Humpage, Louisa Rhodes, Miriam Hide, Fern Hitchen, Mollie Bingle, Rebecca Lowe and Natalie Thornton.
Sheffield City Council’s Diving Development Officer  Nikki Smith said; “it was a great way to finish the domestic season to have such powerful performances from our junior divers. We are now excited about taking on international competition in Barcelona on our summer training camp.”
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