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January 12th 2009

Sheffield Divers triumph in Florida
City of Sheffield Diving Club men’s team will return from Orlando, Florida on Wednesday with the 2009 International All Stars Challenge trophy. They defeated 15 American diving clubs to win with 135 points, ahead of Ft. Lauderdale in second place with 76 points and Team Orlando Diving third on 69 points.
In the women’s competition, the club came second with 111 points. Team Orlando Diving won with 226 points while Veracruz came third with 70 points.

The International competition took place between February 12th and 15th 2009 in Orlando and featured clubs from both North and South America. Injury deprived Sheffield of some key medal hopes but the strength of the club was shown by some exceptional performances by up and coming divers as well as established stars. 
Double gold medallist Channein Lancaster, see podium photo, won on both the 1 metre and 3 metre springboards. Meanwhile brothers Jack and Ross Haslam also took gold medals in the under 15 and under 13, 3 metre springboard events respectively. Jack’s success was particularly welcome as he has been struggling with an elbow injury that severely reduced his competitive activity and training throughout 2008.
A fifth gold medal was won by Ashton Hall in the under 18 platform competition, capping a fine run of recent results for Ashton in both domestic and international competitions.

Elliot Beeden won three bronze medals in the under 11 1 metre and 3 metre springboard competitions and in the under 13 platform competition. Sam Hydes, Liz Heald, and Max Etherton also won bronze medals.

Diving Development Officer and head coach  Nikki Smith said “these results show that the City of Sheffield Diving Club is now one of the strongest diving clubs in the world.” 
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