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Megan and Monique secure 6th place at the World Diving Championships
In only their third International competition, Sheffield divers Megan Sylvester (15) and Monique Gladding achieved a spectacular sixth place finish in the Womens 10 Metre Platform Synchro competition at the World Diving Championships in Rome over the weekend.

Qualifying for the final in seventh place, Megan and Monique started well with a solid performance of their required dives. Unfortunately they dropped their Inward 3 ½ Somersaults tucked but then showed great competitive spirit to pick themselves up to achieve good scores on the final two dives and move from ninth to sixth place with a final score of 306.90.

Afterwards Monique said; “we are pleased with the scores although I think we could have scored higher but we are a new pair and it is the first time many of those judges would have seen us. To score that highly after dropping a dive is still good and I think there is a lot to come from us in the future.”

In the Mens 3 Metre Synchro Springboard competition, Nicholas Robinson-Baker and Ben Swain were looking to repeat their medal winning success during the 2009 FINA Diving World Series. They qualified for the final in third place, outperforming the top ranked Chinese pair and started the final well with good scores on their required dives.  All continued to go well until their penultimate dive, a Reverse 2 ½ Somersaults 1 ½ Twists piked. The dive started badly which upset  the synchronisation and resulted in them moving down to eighth place. They performed their final dive well and finished the competition in seventh place with a score of 413.46.

Robinson-Baker said. “We scored more here than we did at the Olympics but got the same position so it says that the sport is getting tougher. We are going to continue to work on the same list of dives and maybe work on our individual dives in order to ensure we have better entries. This is where we dropped marks because the synchro is good.”
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